
14 August 2022 
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jeremiah 38:4-10; Hebrews 12:1-4; Luke 12:49-53 
 
This is one of those Gospel readings where I’m tempted to close by making the acclamation a questions 
rather than a statement.  The Gospel of the Lord?  “Gospel” means “Good News,” so how is what we 
just heard about Jesus bringing division and turning family members against each other Good News? 
 
The short answer is that it is Good News because it is true and helps bring us into Communion with 
Christ and prepares us for Eternal Life. That’s true for everything in the Gospel texts. 
 
First, let’s be clear that in the big picture Jesus is all FOR peace. The angels announced his birth to the 
shepherds declaring “Peace on Earth.” He proclaimed that Peacemakers are “children of God.”  
At the Last Supper he tells those gathered around them “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” 
And, time and again after is Resurrection he wishes his disciples “Peace.”  
 
In saying today that he comes to not bring peace but division, he is preparing his followers for the fact 
that offering their lives to God without reservation as he did, will lead to being at odds with other 
people, sometimes even family members.  The word “decision” come from a Latin root that means “to 
cut.” When we decide heart, mind and soul to follow Jesus, we are cutting off other ways of life which 
other people may embrace.  
 
A light example I’ve used before was when I came home to my parents from Seattle a vegetarian, and so 
passed on the pork chops one suppertime. Dad scoffed and said “You’re not a vegetarian.” Well, at the 
time I indeed was and said so, and said why, good Godly reasons like a more sustainable diet that uses 
less resourced in a hungry world.  It didn’t get real ugly, but he was unhappy and I was both unhappy 
and hungry.  
 
I think the key to feeling this Gospel text most fully is a phrase early in the text.  “I’ve come to set a fire 
on the earth and how I wish it were already blazing. There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, 
and how great is my anguish until it is accomplished.”  He’s talking about his passion, his death on the 
cross.    
 
Jesus came to earth as Light in Darkness, as Love in the midst of Self-centeredness. He came, truly, to 
engage the powers of all that is not of God with the light of God’s love. In shorthand, you could say he 
came into conflict with the devil. Where selfishness and preoccupation with status reigned, he preached 
and practiced service.  Where greed reigned, he preached and practiced generosity.  Where self-
righteousness and judgmentalism reigned, he preached and practiced the need to go out and be with 
every type of person, especially those on whom others looked down.  Where the religious leaders 
excluded many from God’s grace because of their sins, Jesus preached and practiced going to them with 
an inclusive love. Where people cowered before military and religious authority, Jesus stood tall 
knowing his dignity as a child of God.  All these things made powerful people despise him and lead to his 
crucifixion and death.  
 
But this is why he came: to engage the powers of darkness and indeed to be swallowed up by them, to 
be killed by them, trusting that by doing so these powers would be exposed and his Father in heaven 



would raise him up. And so he was eager for the final passage through his pain and death—how eager I 
am until it is accomplished! 
 
And so here’s the thing for us: Jesus knew that just because he rose from the dead didn’t mean the 
powers of darkness would be suddenly inactive in our world.  Obviously, we still see lots of greed, lust, 
selfishness and the violence that comes from it.  But he hoped his Resurrection would show his disciples 
that engaging these worldly forces was worth the effort.  Indeed, that nothing is more important, not 
even family ties.  That’s how we live in deep communion with God who is love, by keeping love of 
neighbor at the heart of everything we do.  
 
So, that’s the Good News:  We can be in communion with God.  We can take strength by following Jesus 
in his mission to counter all that is death-dealing in the world.  It’s a fire that burns in all of us, but that 
most often we keep more at the level of a pilot light because it will be all-consuming.  The Gospel bids us 
to beware of the temptation to seek only the consolations of faith without the commitment or 
conversion.  May Christ be at ahead of us to guide, at our side to strengthen us, and behind us to pick us 
up and point us anew in the right direction when we fall.  


